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CONFIDENTIAL WARSAW 0070 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-4 
TAGS: PFOR, PL, YO, UR 

SUBJECT: POLISH- YUGOSLAV RELATIONS STRAINED OVER COM 
INFORMIST INCIDENT 

1 . A BRITISH EMBASSY OFFICER HERE INFORMED US ON JANU- 
ARY 6 THAT THERE WAS A SECRET MEETING OF CONINFORMISTS 
IN KRAKOW ABOUT LAST OCTOBER OR NOVEMBER. QUERYING THEIR 
EMBASSY IN BELGRADE ABOUT THIS, THE BRITISH HAVE LEARNED 
THAT THIS MEETING WAS ONE OF A SERIES OF SIMILAR CON- 
CLAVES HELD LAST FALL IN EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES AND 
THAT AN UNNAMED YUGOSLAV VICE PREMIER HAD CONDEMNED SUPPORT OF 
SUCH ACTIVITY IN A SPEECH, SPECIFICALLY CITING POLAND AMONG 
OTHERS. THE BRITISH EMBASSY IN BELGRADE ADDED THAT THE 
SITUATION SEEMS TO HAVE IMPROVED FOLLOWING FOREIGN 
MINISTER MINIC'S TALKS IN MOSCOW AND CAUTIONED AGAINST 
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OVERSTRESSING THE AFFAIR. 
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2. A YUGOSLAVE EMBASSY OFFICER IN A CONVERSATION ON DE- 
CEMBER 4 HAD MENTIONED RECENT ''MISUNDERSTANDINGS" IN 
RELATIONS WITH POLAND, BUT HE INSISTED THAT THEY HAD 
BEEN CLEARED UP AND WERE BEST FORGOTTEN. HE DID NOT 
DESCRIBE THEM, BUT HE WENT ON TO STRESS THE IMPORTANCE 
OF THE NOVEMBER 27 PRAVDA ARTICLE DISAVOWING THE COMIN 
FORMISTS. ALTHOUGH UNAWARE OF THE KRAKOW MEETING AT 
THAT TIME, WE NOW BELIEVE THE YUGOSLAVE HAD THIS IN MIND 
WHEN HE SPOKE OF "MISUNDERSTANDINGS". THE CONVERSATION 
WAS REPORTED TO THE DEPARTMENT, MOSCOW, AND BELGRADE BY 
MEMORANDUM. 

3. THE BRITISH HAVE A REPORT THAT THE YUGOSLAVS DOWN- 
GRADED THEIR PARTICIPATION IN THE POLISH PARTY CONGRESS 
(DECEMBER 8-12) AS A RESULT OF THE KRAKOW INCIDENT. IN- 
STEAD OF BEING LED BY LCY SECRETARY STANE DOLANC, THE LCY 
DELEGATION WAS HEADED BY A PRESIDIUM SECRETARY, VOJISLAV 
SRZENTIC. FOR UNEXPLAINED REASONS THERE WAS REPORTEDLY 
A LAST-MINUTE SHIFT IN THE SCHEDULING OF SRZENTIC'S 
ADDRESS TO THE CONGRESS. ULTIMATELY, HE DELIVERED A 
STRONG SPEECH, STRESSING PRINCIPLES OF MUTUAL RESPECT, 
EQUALITY, AND NONINTERFERENCE IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS AND 
UNDERSCORING THE "RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH REVOLUTIONARY 
MOVEMENT BEFORE ITS OWN WORKING CLASS AND PEOPLE," AC- 
CORDING TO THE TRYBUNA LUDU VERSION. 

4. THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE WEEKLY POLITY KA ON DECEMBER 13 
PUBLISHED AN ARTICLE ABOUT YUGOSLAVIA ENTITLED "REBUFF 
TO SLADERERS ", DESCRIBING RECENT YUGOSLAV DISCUSSION 
ABOUT THE INTERNAL STRUGGLE AGAINST DEVIATIONS "FROM THE 
NATIONALISTIC TO THE DOGMATIC", IT QUOTED EXTENSIVELY 
FROM BELGRADE'S VECERNJE NOVOSTI ABOUT THE EFFORTS OF 
"COMINFORMISTS" WITHIN THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST MOVE- 
MENT TO ISOLATE YUGOSLAVIA. POLITYKA THEN QUOTED EXTEN- 
SIVELY FROM THE NOVEMBER 27 PRAVDA ARTICLE AND FROM CON- 
CILIATORY TASS COMMENTARY ON THE OCCASION OF THE YUGOSLAV 
NATIONAL DAY. 

5. COMMENT: POLITYKA'S ARTICLE IS A RARE GESTURE, SINCE 
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THE POLISH PRESS HAS HARDLY MENTIONED THE COMINFORMIST 
AFFAIR. THE ARTICLE SEEMS TO REPRESENT AN EFFORT PUBLICLY 
TO EXTEND AN OLIVE BRANCH TO THE YUGOSLAVS FOLLOWING 
PRAVDA S HATCHET-BURYING. THE POLES GENERALLY HARBOR DEEP 
SENTIMENTS OF KINSHIP AND ADMIRATION FOR THE YUGO- 
SLAVS AND ESPECIALLY FOR MARSHAL TITO. THEY PLACE 
GREAT STORE IN CONTINUED EXPANSION OF MUTUAL ECONOMIC 
RELATIONS, AD WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT POLISH COMMUNIST 
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OFFICIALS FIND THEMSELVES PRIVATELY SYMPTHETIC TO 
SOME OF YUGOSLAVIA'S POSITIONS WITHIN THE EUROPEAN 
COMMUNIST MOVEMENT. REJECTING AS IMPROBABLE THE POSSI- 
BILITY THAT THE REPORTED KRAKOW CONCLAVE TRANSPIRED 
WITHOUT OFFICIAL KNOWLEDGE, WE NEVERTHELESS BELIEVE 
THAT POLAND WOULD ACQUIESCE IN SUCH A MEETING ONLY RE- 
LUCTANTLY AND PROBABLY UNDER CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE. 
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